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What is ñStocking Densityò?? 



What is ñStocking Densityò?? 

Letôs say we have 160 head of 1250 lb cows 

That is 200,000 lbs of beef on the hoof. 
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Are they ever at 1000 lbs/ac? 

  



Are they ever at 1000 lbs/ac? 

 



80,000 lbs stock density 



140,000 lbs stock density 



What is ñStocking Densityò?? 

     Stocking density is one of the most 

powerful tools we have to manage 

grassland resources.  It effects utilization, 

plant species selection, reduces spot 

grazing, controls weed competition, 

improves manure distribution, improves 

plant diversity and can produce seed/soil 

contact . 

 

      



What Density is what? 

Management -intensive Grazing (MiG) ï up 

to 50,000 lbs of stocking density 

 

High Stocking Density ï 50,000 to 250,000 

lbs of stocking density 

 

Ultra High Stock Density  ï 250,000 lbs or 

higher stocking density 



How Does Stocking Density 

Affect Diet Selection? 
By forcing them to become familiar with 

forages they have not been required to eat 

before 

By forcing them to compete with their herd 

mates for their next bite of grass 



Animal Training Methods 

Kathy Voth ï Educated cows eat weeds 

Other Methods 

High Density method?? 

 -Short term Hunger 

 - 



Short term hunger training 

 



 



Animal Training Methods 

Kathy Voth ï Educated cows eat weeds 

Other Methods 

High Density method?? 

 -Short term Hunger 

 -Personal space training 

  (works most of the time) 



Personal Space Training 
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How does stocking density 

affect animal performance? 
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Animal Performance   

 
If managed properly it is really good. 
Â Livestock selection ability is incredible 

Biggest mistake people make. 
Â Scorched earth grazing 

Â Goal should be 60% or less utilization by livestock 

     

 

 



Avoid Tunnel Vision 

Donôt Get Wowed Into Watching The Plants And 

Forget About The Animals. 

Starting Out, Error On The Conservative Side. 

DONôT LIMIT ANIMAL INTAKE!! 

 



Insure adequate intake! 

75% Availability 

25% Forage Quality 

 

Driven by: (mechanics of grazing animals) 

Â Time spent grazing 

Â Biting rate 

Â Bite size (forage height & density) 

 



Animal performance on  

High Density Grazing 

If managed properly it is really good. 
Â Livestock selection ability is incredible 

Biggest mistake people make. 
Â Scorched earth grazing 

Â Goal should be 60% or less utilization by livestock 

Â To reach 100,000 stock density with 1250 lb cows 
eating 2.5% of their body weight utilizing only 

 60% and only moving only once a day you have to 
have 4200 lbs of forage per acre. 

     

 

 



Can you manipulate stocking 

density to spread utilization 

to unpalatable forage 

species? 
 



Smooth Sumac  
(Rhus glabra) 



Weed and Brush Control 

  





Missouri Ironweed 

 (Vernonia missurica)               



Missouri Ironweed at 100,000+ lbs 



Missouri Ironweed at 20,000 lbs 



How does stocking density 

affect the water/mineral 

cycles?  



     What is the most limiting 
natural resource in your 
forage production system? 

 

Sunshine? 

Minerals? 

Water? 



What is the most important item in 

the water cycle??? 



Letôs consider the most important soil functionðThe 
role of soil in the global water cycle.  

Infiltration, percolation,  and groundwater recharge are the 
key components.  

Is it Broken?? 



Soil Organic Carbon 
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